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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

WRITTEN BY EMILY MCKAGUE

>>> 0’'NEILL FARMS, NORTH SIMCOE SCIA

R O'Neill Farms is a 600 acre
cash cropping operation
owned and operated by
Edward & Beverly O’Neill,
who are members of the
North Simcoe Soil & Crop
Improvement  Association.
The original 200 acre
property was purchased in
1952 by Ed's parents
Ambrose and Barbara. Ed
grew up working on the
farm with his father, and
together they grew the
business to its current size
today.

Ed and Bev were married in
1980 and have operated
their farm together ever
since, with the help of one

by = . . part time employee. The
Ed and Bev O’Neill. children helped when they
were younger but have since developed their own
respective careers. Ed and Bev’'s son Patrick is a
professional engineer who designs and builds railway
cars, and their daughter Michelle works at Waypoint
Centre for Mental Health Care as a Clinical Educator.
Patrick and his wife have two children, Michelle and her
husband have one son.

Ed says that “farming is in his blood and he considers it
the best occupation for [himself]”, although he did also
work as a lift mechanic at a local ski resort to
supplement the farm income for 23 years. Bev worked at
the local high school for 25 years, before retiring in
2015. Together they balance the farm business with a
love for travel and living new experiences. When asked
about the best thing they’ve done or advice they could
give others, they said “it is important to find the right
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Above: Ed’s front mount snowblower - he joked that it was a
concession to old age, and was well used with the hard

winter this year.

partner in life.” Ed and Bev’s partnership has
allowed them to balance business management
with experiential goals, leading them to
purchase motorcycles to tour the country, and to travel to
Chile, Argentina and Brazil on a farm tour in 2025. They
travelled with twenty other Canadian producers on a trip
organized by Select Holidays from Alberta and commented
that it was a very neat experience with many cool places
to see.

Originally their operation was mixed, including hogs, cow-
calf and feedlot on top of the cropping work. The hogs
were phased out when Ambrose’s health declined prior to
his passing in 2013. In 2017, with the goal of having more
freedom for travel, they sold off the cattle as well and the
farm pivoted to a focus on crops. They currently grow corn

Combining beans at O’Neill Farms.

soybeans, wheat, red clover and a small acreage of hay
for a local horse customer. Interestingly, the clover crop
was planted when the cattle left and has helped to fill a
need for organic matter after livestock were phased off the
farm. The crop is specifically incorporated in their rotation
to combine for seed, and the residue from the plant puts
nutrients back into the soil. The O’Neills also have worked
out an arrangement with a local dairy producer. Ed says
he refuses to sell straw as he doesn’t want to see it
removed from the farm, but he does trade straw for
manure with their dairy neighbour.

Ed emphasized several times that he feels good
stewardship of the land is a staple goal on most farms,
with theirs included. The main areas that he focuses on
include minimizing tillage, improving drainage and
maintaining a high level of fertility across their land.

The O’Neills have experimented with no-till, but find they
have difficulty with getting consistency in the crop
stands — a problem they attribute to very heavy clay soil
and also to varying soil types across their farms. The
majority of their land is under minimum tillage practices
carried out by a chisel plow and a Lemken high speed
disc.

A unique piece of equipment purchased by Ambrose
roughly 40 years ago is a 1962 Buckeye Wheel Trencher.
The O’Neills shared that they have tiled most of their farm
with that machine, although they fondly noted that it
definitely counts as an antique nowadays. Ed said he is
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>>> MEMBER SPOTLIGHT CONTINUED

The 1962 Buckeye Wheel Trencher.

“still using the same machine today as [he] can always
find ground that can use more drainage.”

Bev noted that although simple in concept, fertility is an
important part of maintaining their land for future
generations and they try to ensure they are keeping soil
nutrients high. They also incorporate cover crops into
their rotation — including barley, oats and the before
mentioned red clover.

Ed talked about the opportunities available with new
technology. He said that while they are winding down in
their business, there are endless possibilities for
investment for the young producer.

On their own farm they just scratch the surface with
things like auto-steer, yield monitors and seed
technology, and have a lot of enthusiasm for the
advancements the future will bring.

Some final thoughts from Ed and Bev included the
following; “Farming is one occupation that can consume
you if you love working on the farm. It is easy to work
seven days a week and long hours. When our kids were
close to finishing university we brought our first

motorcycle. Thousands of miles later, traveling with
friends across Canada and the United States gave us
great memories. It's always good to get away from the
farm for a vacation but we always look forward to
returning home.”

Ed and Bev on one of their motorcycle trips.
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I'd like to thank Ed and Bev for taking the time
to share a little bit about their farm and family
with the region. It's a neat opportunity to have
a window into our fellow farmers’ perspectives
and I'm always grateful to those who are willing to share
their thoughts! Thank you! - Emily McKague

MEMBER BENEFITS TO KNOW ABOUT:

Did you know that OSCIA members receive
discounts on soil testing and at Staples stores?
Login to the OSCIA website and check out this page:
https:/Imembership.osciaportal.org/membership-
benefits for discount coupons and other member
benefit opportunities!
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YOUTH MEMBERSHIPS ARE FREE!

Do you know someone 23 or under who is interested
in joining Soil & Crop?

OSCIA has waived the fee for young members. This is a
great opportunity for young farmers to get involved in a
local organization and learn about good crop production
practices - at no cost!

If you know of a potential young member, please
encourage them to reach out to their local secretary.
Bruce County SCIA: derek_dupuis@hotmail.com
Dufferin County SCIA: dufferinsoilcropoffice@gmail.com
Grey County SCIA: info@greyagservices.ca

North Simcoe SCIA: nsimcoesoilncrop@gmail.com

In crisis? 9-8-8 is here to help. Call or text 9-8-8 toll-free, anytime.

Agriculture
~Wellness
Ontario

WELLNESS
INITIQTIUE

1-866-267-6255

Access free, unlimited counselling
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