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Member Spotlight

Rock Bottom Farms is the home of Kurt,
Colleen and Tim Danard.

Tim Danard is a member of the Grey County Soil & Crop
Improvement Association and serves as a director on their
board.

Timisa 5" generation farmer from northern Grey County. His
family has been farming just outside of Kemble ON for almost
120 years. His great-great-grandfather started with a mixed
farm in 1905. Tim’s

parents, Kurt and
Colleen Danard live
currently on the

family farm and Tim
and Kurt together
milk a small dairy
herd of 24 cows and =
grow a variety of
crops. Tim noted that
his “partner in
crime”, Liz Maloney,
is a small animal
veterinarian at the
Blue Mountain and
Rockford veterinary
clinics and is an important part of the farm as well.

Some of the dairy herd out on pasture.

Tim completed his Diploma in Agriculture at the University of
Guelph, Ridgetown campus between 2010 and 2012. During
that time, he also started helping a local relative, Keith Kirk,
with spring and fall work, began renting land of his own and
took an opportunity to travel to Australia to work as part of a
combine tour in the winter after graduating. Tim continues to
work for Keith Kirk during planting and harvest seasons and
was able to expand his business by equipment sharing with
him as well.

Tim and Kurt farm about 500 acres combined, some of that
owned and some rented. They grow corn, soybeans, winter
wheat, canola, oats and hay, trying to cover four of those at
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Liz Maloney and Tim Danard.
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‘) least each year. Which crops are grown is decided by what

the markets are doing. In the past couple years, Tim hass
switched from growing spring canola to growing winter
canola, noting that they mostly have dry, stony ground which
is prone to drought. Winter canola flowers earlier and times
better with moisture availability, so the crop has performed
better for him. In addition to their crop rotation, Tim tries to
work cover crops in where he can. Usually this ends up being
after wheat, occasionally after soys if the weather co-
operates. Mostly he has used oats as a cover so far, but he
noted that he would like to diversify from that in the future,
saying oats are prone to rust which sets back their growth a
lot and minimizes the benefits of planting them. Last year Tim
used oats and peas, and he’s experimented with tillage radish
in the past too.

Relating to the texture of their soil, Tim said they now mainly

practice minimum = ¢
tillage. They don’t need
to work the ground any
more than that and
don’t want to bring up 4
rocks. They have af
Salford RTS that was
used on all their acres
this spring. He’s also
tried a bit of no-till, but
found it isn’t workable
for all acres. In
particular, a bit of§
tillage helps to warm up
their cooler soils in the
spring and fits betterg ﬂ
with their system. Tim G %
also experimented with The Salford RTS.
strip tilling, but found it

too difficult logistically, saying that they really don’t have
enough corn acres to justify keeping equipment around.

Tim shared that a lot of the equipment they do have is older
machinery, with all of their tractors being from the ‘90s. He's
very interested in new technology but noted that the cost is
prohibitive and to date it has been more practical to slowly
upgrade what they have than to try to jump into new
equipment. Tim currently has auto-steering technology added
onto his tractors and would like to add the technology to do
variable rate seeding down the road. For now he’s making
small changes and doing most of his repairs and upgrades to
equipment himself. Tim noted that Keith Kirk’s corn planter
does handle variable rate seeding, and they have the ability to
create yield maps with the combine too, so the goal is to
make more use of those tools in the future.
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Along with targets
technology
adoption and farm
improvement, Tim
has had Sprucedale
i Agromart do grid
style soil sampling
on his farms. He
said when it was
originally done, the
fertility values were
- too low to practice
any variable
application  based
on the maps, so
they ended up doing
| blanket-applications
™ of fertilizer. One
specific that did come from grid sampling was a need for
liming in various areas. Since having the grid samples done,
he’s updated soil tests with composite samples from low
fertility areas of the farms and is seeing improvements.
Overall, in the last two years Tim said he’s been pleased to
see an increase in both fertility and yields.

Tim believes that advancements in technology will be a real
opportunity for agriculture in the decades ahead. He said
that autonomous tractors were being spoken about when
he was in college over a decade ago. They aren’t here yet,
but he feels that if small sized autonomous vehicles came to
market and were
affordable for the average
sized farmer, it could
really be a game-changer
for farm labour issues. He
| gave robotic milkers as an
example of technology
that was initially slow to
establish but is now
common-place and has
revolutionized the
industry.

Tim felt that the biggest
challenge to agriculture in
his area follows a common
trend in the province: land
prices. He guessed that in
their neighbourhood land
value nearly doubled over
a five-year time frame,
something he attributed
to buyers purchasing farmland as an investment. He
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commented that it is,
hard to justify buying |
land right now and §§

that really takes§
opportunity away
from producers

looking to expand.
He commented that
he was able to make |
a start at farming in
2012 by renting _>
farmland until he}
could afford to.
purchase and isn’t:
sure that that &
business plan would ¢
play out the same &
way now.

Tim’s major project of this fall has been building his

own
house. He’s looking forward to getting into it in the near
future! With any spare time available, Tim serves as a

director for Grey County Soil & Crop Improvement
Association and the Ontario Canola Growers Association. He
was a member of Junior Farmers until recently as well. He
commented that he’s really enjoyed being a part of the Soil
and Crop board — Grey County has a great crew of
volunteers, and he feels like he learns something new with
every year that he’s involved. He feels that the group has
good momentum and seems to come up with exciting plans
each summer.

I’d like to thank Tim for letting us highlight him for the
member spotlight article this month. Harvest season is well
known for being one of the busiest times of the year and |
truly appreciate Tim's et |
willingness to give up
some of that time to

each of the members
who are highlighted. |
believe everyone in the
region  enjoys the
inside view of their}
fellow farmer’s
activities as  well. &
Thank you, Tim and
family,  for working
with us on this!

- Emily McKague

Tim and his dog, Ernie.
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